4 ' 20 '57 


Dear Peter, 


Please excuse ay delay in answering your well-thought out letter 

of April 1* I thinlc you understand that I siJiay very busy, why and on what, 

1 have been just a bit busier than usual and my wife end I ere « little nore 
tired then r;e have be*n. I am behind schedule on two books. But 1 hrve now 
finished the third* It is on what you asked me about, &ew Orleans . 


If you recall tho related ch pters, eleven of the first book and 
seven of th* second, together with what relates to them, I think you will 
understand what is behind New Orleans developments* I do not k^ow, but thi 3 
is what 1 believe* There was to h. va boen a large section of IHITE3A1H III 
that related tb this, and as ray work and research continued WHITEWASH III 
wsb getting too big. 1 have known about the New Orleans investigation for 
four iiionoha. vhen it cocaine public 1 decided to change rpy clans and write 
a 3eD©rate book on it* Then I decided to Include in it whet developed in 
W ew Urleane. That book is elraoat three tines ns ldmg ae 1 nlnnned it. And 
EHITEWA5H III will not be smaller Because there will b** much info motion 
in it that, at th> time I announced it, I did not have. 

I wil bo going to New ur leans coon and probably will know nora 
when I return, but it will not be rroper for me to say whet 1 learn thut 
is to go to court, for that would be an interference with the courts. 

If things go os I hope, I will not h» ve to oublish the New Orleans 
book myself. That Is e great burden on my wife end me. I would rather ?he 
worked leas hard end that 1 coend ell my time writing. I had written part 
of a book celled Manchester MachiavelliiThe Unintended Unofficial Wjjjtewaah. 

1 now Intend to finish It as rapidly ae I can and then finish VfHITE^ASH III. 
Unfortunately, i wee only too riebt shout Manchester. »*hile 1+ i.*? rot 
probable that all of the harm his book haa done end will do can be corrected, 
the record can be, end that I think I must do. If 1 do this, there will be 
aoiLo people wfco will h'jve access to whet i believe >. a tbs truth, and it ia, 
as I think you know, very important Whet we have access to the truth. It can 
be a strong shield end a sharn sword* Swords must be forged^ and this, in e 
woy, ij the function of writers* 


Thank you very much for the money end for the kind things you said. 

7e do appreciate them. I am sending you some additional order blanks, and 
it is good of you to give them out* If this is not enough, please let me know* 

because you have b^n so kina end sc interested *jnd hrve tried to 
help us, I am enclosing a little souvenir for you* It is a copy of one of 
the reports of the FBI on their New Orleena investigation. However, I also 
*sk you tc Icoep it entirely private until my book is published. The '* 75” in 
blue pencil at the bottom means it comes from the file of that number* 


You may, of course, 8dd my name to your list for your survey 
on policy in Vietnam, but please understand thct 1 n hava very little 
tiruu for oorresponcence* You eska-: no questions. But I will tell you 

what believe* t believe our policy is wrong and barbarous, that we are 
now end have been doing terrible things, that whot m did today in bomb- 
ing iiaipbong is on* of the sorst, onu that each of us u*ust io what he c«-jn 
to change this policy* 

x t Is, of course, frightful that we are killing innocent people, 
regardless of whatever res sou those who ere in charge and have the power 
to order these things may have or how correct they i?ev think t^ey are* 

Tbet they think tuey are xiaf^g^^rcs.motxiviciiythiir-xrta^x ri^ht doer not 
make them right. In d^ing these very bed things to others we thereby do 
very bed things to** ourselves* So, if we can bring about a chrn^e ir this 
wrong policy we not only help others but wo b?l T ourselvas. 

Our law presup oaes that courts ano judges will make mlstnVros* 
1 hia is why t.bex-e is built in an appeals syBcem, If Judges csn b« expected 
to make mistakes, so may others* «Ve do not suffer when en appeals court 
overrules the decision of a lower co>'rt. Man always niskes mistakes* But 
whftu we iriteke mistakes, if wo correct then, we grow stronger for it* ;!o 
doing what we can to correct the enormous mistake in Vietnam is rao.lly 
helping meke our society rftrom?er f not weaker. 

Thank you very much for taking the time to write me end for 
trying to help us* 


Sincerely yours, 


^arold •'•'eisberg 


